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Coordinator’s Corner

Some of you may have seen the recent 
FedEx TV commercial where the boss asks an 
employee to put a pin in China.  After two failed 
attempts (first Russia, then Greenland), the boss 
says, “You don’t know where China is, do you?”
The employee then falls toward the map and rips it 
off the wall, embarrassed that China could not be 
located. 

While the message of the commercial was 
not to demonstrate Americans’ general geographic 
illiteracy, it did a great job in doing just that.  
Geographic illiteracy in the United States 
continues to remain high although many of us 
have been working for several years to improve the 
geographic knowledge of citizens of this country.  
Apparently, there is still much to do.

The Arkansas Geographic Alliance has been 
committed to the improvement of the geographic 
knowledge of students in Arkansas since 1990.  
During those sixteen years, in order to reach the 
students, we have held numerous institutes and 
workshops all across the Natural State and have 
trained hundreds of teachers.  Those teachers have 
taught thousands of students.  Surely we must 
have made a dent in geographic illiteracy.

Perhaps it is time to measure the success of 
the Alliance by surveying every teacher who we 
have a record of who attended any Alliance 
institute or workshop.  We need to find out what 
worked well and what continues to work well.  This 
survey might also tell us where we need to direct 
our efforts during the next 5 to 10 years.  We need 
to ask ourselves, what do we need to do to advance 
the cause of geography in Arkansas?

Whatever we decide to do, one or two 
persons cannot carry the entire load.  Our efforts 
must be carried forward by a group of dedicated 
professional educators who are concerned about 
the status of geography in Arkansas.  As we work 
together we can chip away at a geographically 
illiterate populace and move them into the 21st

century- knowing where they are and how they fit 
into a rapidly globalizing world.

A TC Focus (This issue’s Focus in on Julie Hill)

Hello, my name is Julie Hill.  I am currently in my 33rd

year of teaching and have no plans to retire anytime soon.  I have 
always lived in Conway, attended Conway schools, including my 
college days at the University of Central Arkansas.  My husband, 
Bobby Hill, and I met during college and he loved Conway and 
wanted to stay so I have lived my entire life in Conway.  I began 
my teaching career teaching special education, moving to 3rd

grade, 5th grade, and then to my most favorite subject, world 
geography.  I have taught world geography at Bob Courtway 
Middle School for 10 years.  My husband is principal at Carl 
Stuart Middle School in Conway and both of our children are 
teachers as well.

In 1991, I attended the first Arkansas Geographic 
Alliance Institute held on the campus of Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkadelphia.  I had one cultural geography course in 
college so my geographic knowledge was limited.  The focus of the 
institute was Arkansas Geography and History which I quickly 
found out I knew very little about.  I spent 2 fabulous weeks 
learning physical and cultural geography of my state from 
historians, artists, and geographers.  I went on wonderful field 
trips, learned about and received valuable teaching resources, and 
met the greatest teachers who have become lifelong friends.  This 
institute literally changed my teaching career.  The teaching 
strategies I received and learned to develop myself changed how I 
presented and prepared the curriculum I taught.

At the end of the institute I became a Teacher 
Consultant for the Arkansas Geographic Alliance.  My affiliation 
with this organization gave me so many opportunities to learn 
and grow as a teacher.  My classroom became full of interesting 
materials and my students were able to learn fun and exciting 
things about their state, country, and the world.  I also was made 
aware of the many opportunities available to social studies 
teachers to travel and learn about the United States and the 
world.  I am a product of the investment the National Geographic 
Society has made to education.

I have visited 44 U.S. states, learning about lava tubes, 
national parks, presidents, state parks, Native Americans, bodies 
of water, immigration, and much more, which I can share with 
my students and grandchildren.  

I have turned into a workshop or institute junky!  If it 
involves learning and traveling I want to be included.  I traveled 
to China with Martha Morton and the Bringing China to Arkansas 
program funded by the Freeman Foundation.  I’ve been to South 
Africa for 6 weeks as a participant in a Fulbright-Hays Group 
Study Abroad Program with Dr. Rich Corby from the University 
of Arkansas at Monticello.  This past summer I spent 4 weeks 
learning about Thomas Jefferson at Boston University and the 
University of Virginia as a participant in a National Endowment 
for the Humanities Institute.  These opportunities, and the many 
local, state, and national conferences and workshops I’ve 
attended, have enriched my life and the lives of my students.  

I want my students to dream big and realize that one day 
they will have opportunities to travel and see the fascinating 
state, country, and world in which they live.

As the saying goes, “GEOGRAPHY IS EVERYWHERE.”
Just as modern dog lovers pamper their pets with morsels from the 

table and space on the bed, it seems that ancient Peruvians also 

treated their dogs like members of the family. That's the conclusion 

archaeologists have reached after uncovering more than 40 

mummified dogs in a thousand-year-old pet cemetery south of Lima.


